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The Danger of Idols

By Michael McCleeary

For those of us who have devoted our lives to

God’s service, the term “idol” probably recalls incidents
in the Old and New Testaments in which we find people
worshipping graven images. However, for our friends
and neighbors in the world, their first thought might be of
American Idol or some other similar concept that shows
a more modern definition of idolatry. Dictionary.com
gives one definition for an “idol” as “a person or thing
regarded with blind admiration, adoration, or devotion”.
Of course, most people who have human idols would
generally call themselves “fans” or even “avid fans”; there
is a reason why the term “fan” comes from the longer
version “fanatic”. In fact, it might be that if we were to
mention the term “idol”, the Bible and graven images may
not even come to the minds of our friends and neighbors.
However, the Bible has quite a bit to say about idols and
we want to consider the following points:

. God commands that no other “gods” are to
be worshiped. In | Jn. 5:21, John writes simply “Little
children, keep yourselves from idols.” The Old Testa-
ment goes into a bit more detail regarding the sin, as in
Lev. 26:1 in which God tells the Israelites that they were
not to make any image to “bow down to it as the Lord
was their God. But we also find in the New Testament
that no man is to be worshiped as a “god” either. In Acts
12:22-23 God struck Herod dead because he accepted
praise from a multitude of people for being a “god”. In
Acts 14:11 and Acts 28:6 Paul had to restrain certain
peoples from worshipping him as a “god”. One of the
lessons here is that we must be aware that there are
those in the world who do worship graven images and
even people as if they were “gods”. We must do all we
can to help these misguided souls to come to the truth of
the Gospel: Jehovah is the only God, and He alone is
worthy of worship.

Il. Idols are not limited to graven images or
people. In fact, an idol could be defined as “any image,
person, item, or concept that takes up such attention
and/or devotion as to distract a person from the service
of God”. How can we define it this way? The New
Testament is clear that covetousness (the desperate
desire for something) is the same as idolatry. In Col. 3:5
Paul says, “Therefore put to death...covetousness,
which is idolatry.” Vine’s defines “covetousness” as “a
fixed desire or passion”. We find in Ex. 18:21 that we
should hate this sin, as Luke 12:15 tells us that life does
not consist of the things that we can possess.

lll. Sources of idolatry. There may be many
different aspects that could fit in this point, but we want
to consider only two at this time, one for each kind of
idolatry: 1) A lack of focus can cause the idolatry that is
covetousness. Focus is a constant requirement as a
Christian, and we must be careful not to get too attached
to anything in this world, realizing that our reward awaits
in the next life. 2) A desire to see and touch “god” can
bring about idols that are graven images. Many people
attempt to make God or some false “god” their personal
friend by using images to worship them. Some do it to
feel closer to them or to convince themselves that their
‘gods” are with them. However, there is no power what-
soever in any image, whether it be of Jehovah, Jesus, or
false “gods”.

Israel and Judah were punished repeatedly be-
cause they worshipped false gods, eventually leading
both to be conquered and led to captivity. Let us devote
ourselves to the praise of the Lord Jehovah and focus on
His service, keeping ourselves free from any idolatrous
influence.



